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Surrounded By Gifts

  No one listening to Sarah complain would have guessed that every day she was the 
recipient of more gifts than she could count. When she opened her eyes in the 
morning, there were always a pile of gifts sitting by her bed. All day long, in fact, 
she received one gift after another.
 Yet strangely enough, Sarah took most of the gifts for granted. The only time she 
really thought about the gifts was when one didn’t arrive…or when a friend got a 
gift that seemed better than hers.
  On one particular afternoon, Sarah was feeling especially blue. A gift she’d been 
longing to have for a long time still hadn’t arrived. She was surrounded by all the 
other gifts that had arrived—yet Sarah wasn’t enjoying them. Instead, she was 
bemoaning the absence of the one gift she longed for.
  Sarah had good reasons to want the gift too. Couldn’t she serve the king—the giver
of the gifts—much better if she had that gift? Wasn’t it a good gift she longed for? 
Indeed, it was! Yet why, then, did it not come?
“Why so downcast, Sarah?” the question came from Sarah’s sister, Mary.
“That gift I’ve been wanting still isn’t here,” Sarah pouted.
Mary paused before replying, weighing her words carefully. “Sarah, do you trust the 
king?”
  The question startled Sarah a little. Of course she trusted the king! Why the king 
had rescued her from prison. She’d vowed to serve Him with everything within her.
“Of course,” she replied.
“And did you not tell him your life belonged to him?”
  Sarah nodded, and Mary continued.
“Then you’ve no cause to complain about the gifts.”
  Sarah knew her sister was right. What a fool she’d been! What did it matter if that 
gift arrived anyway? If she needed this gift to complete the tasks the king had for 
her, he would send it. If not, then he must have something else for her to do. Either 
way, though, she’d been missing out on the joy of serving the king and giving thanks
for the gifts she had been given.
  Sarah gave her sister a hug, and scampered out of the room with a light heart again.
She was surrounded by gifts—and it was time to start living like it.

“Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he 
that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath 

unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:” Isaiah 42:5

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body; and be ye thankful.” Colossians 3:15

https://www.christianperspective.net/newsletter/surrounded-by-gifts
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Announcements:
✔ This Evening: Free Evening

✔ School devotions this week by: Jesse Yoder

~B~BIRTHDAYSIRTHDAYS  ANDAND A ANNIVERSARIESNNIVERSARIES ~ ~
Happy Birthday! Oct. 19, Iva Yoder 1985

Happy Birthday! Oct. 19, Makayla Yoder 2010
Happy Birthday! Oct. 24, Sharon Nissley 1963
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Devotional #15 of The Father’s Love Letter

I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me.
   You are doing the things your own father does. We are not illegitimate children,
they protested. The only Father we have is God himself. Jesus said to them, If God

were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have
not come on my own; but he sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because
you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want
to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding
to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language,
for he is a liar and the father of lies. John 8:41-44(NIV Bible)                                     
   Over the centuries, God has suffered a great injustice at the hands of those who 
claim to be the closest to Him. In Jesus' day, they were called Pharisees. They were 
Israel's religious leaders who misrepresented God to the Jewish people. They 
portrayed God as a legalistic, rule-bound entity that required performance instead of 
mercy, regulations instead of grace.
  While some of these Pharisees had good intentions, many others had political 
ambitions and loved to be in the limelight. They used their spiritual influence to make
others stumble as they blindly followed their spiritual leaders. Jesus loved the 
Pharisee as much as he loved the prostitute, yet it was the Pharisee who caused Him 
the most grief. It was the Pharisees whom Jesus rebuked openly with scorching 
words of warning, not the woman at the well.
  In their delusions of grandeur, these leaders misled many because they masqueraded
as God's children. Jesus made it clear that they were not God's children, but were in 
fact misrepresenting Him. Jesus came to dismantle all our misconceptions and to 
reveal what His Father was really like.
  Jesus told his followers in John 14:9 Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 
If you really want to know what Father is like, all you have to do is look at His Son. 
All of Jesus acts of compassion and kindness were pure expressions of his Father's 
true nature.



  Today we find that many still struggle with misperceptions of God, especially as 
Father. Some of us might have had God misrepresented to us by a modern day 
Pharisee, while others might have had an abusive or emotionally distant earthly 
father. The good news is that God is not like the Pharisees, and He is not a 
temperamental father, but is absolutely perfect in every way. And He loves us 
perfectly.
  If you have had God misrepresented to you by somebody, I would encourage you 
to forgive those who have misled you. Whether they did so intentionally or not, by 
forgiving them, you break any unhealthy ties that you have with them and you open 
the door for God to show you what He is really like. He loves you and really is the 
Father you have been looking for all your life!

PRAYER
Father, I confess that people have misrepresented You to me in the past, but now I 
want to know You for Who You really are. I want to forgive those who have 
portrayed you falsely and I want to see You as You are, not as I thought You to be. I 
repent of every lie that I have believed about You. You are not an angry Judge or a 
legalistic Pharisee, but a loving Father. And You are my Father. Thank you for 
revealing your true nature to me through the life of Your Son Jesus. In the name of 
Your beloved Son Jesus I pray, AMEN.

https://www.fathersloveletter.com/devotional-15.html
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Mission & Vision Statement Of: Calvary Christian Fellowship

Mission: To realize our need of Christ.
To help one another on life’s journey.
Vision: To surrender to Christ our Head, to walk in the Spirit, to love as Jesus loves.
To be a place where it’s safe to share failures, struggles, hopes, and dreams.
To encourage, and empower one another to find God’s purpose as we walk with 
Christ on our journey to Heaven.
To help the hurting find healing, and the lost experience salvation, in Christ.
To assist in physical needs among, and around us.
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